National Council 

ON PET POPULATION STUDY & POLICY

Shelter Population Index in Companion Animals:

A Multi-Institutional Feasibility Study

The National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy has just funded Phase One of a two-part scientific, multi-institutional collaborative effort to improve community well-being and the quality of shelter animal practice by establishing a valid and consistent estimate or index of shelter dog and cat populations in the United States.  
Three leading Colleges of Veterinary Medicine—Colorado State University College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, North Carolina State University College of Veterinary Medicine, and the University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine—along with the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) have partnered to develop the Shelter Population Index (SPI) for Companion Animals.  

The specific goals of this study are to:  (1) Develop consistent and standardized reporting methods for animal shelters and encourage their widespread use; (2) Provide reliable data for decision makers and the community at large regarding the progress or lack thereof towards humane solutions to the dog and cat surplus; (3) Strengthen the science base for shelter animal medicine and promote evidence-based protocols; (4) Promote improvement of the animal sheltering system and demonstrate a correlation with community-based demographics; and (5) Increase public awareness of the magnitude of the problem of homeless, abandoned, and marginalized dogs and cats within the United States.  

This extensive study will reflect a human population weighted average of the dogs and cats entering into the sheltering system by source and disposition. As such, the Shelter Population Index will be reflective of the general health and welfare of the community that supports the sheltering system, rather than serving as an evaluative instrument for individual shelter analysis. This approach appropriately places the emphasis on the community’s role—and responsibilities—in companion animal overpopulation. 
Data collection officially began on July 1, 2006 and will continue for approximately one year on a monthly basis. Once validated, the SPI will be expanded during Phase Two of the study, and be utilized to disseminate the SPI on both a regional and national basis. Additionally, the project will include the reporting of the SPI monthly for five years or longer. 
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