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ON PET POPULATION STUDY & POLICY

Population Dynamics of Free-Roaming Cats
The National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy (NCPPSP) has funded an exciting study to gain an understanding of the population dynamics of—and  public attitudes towards—free-roaming cats in one community in Texas. For this study, the term “free-roaming cat” includes owned cats allowed outdoors, recently owned cats, lost and/or abandoned cats, and unsocialized and feral cats. 

This study has been led by Principle Investigators from Texas A & M University and the objectives of this study are to:

1. Determine the survival, reproduction, and dispersal of free-roaming cats.

2. Evaluate the methods of estimating free-roaming cat densities in rural, surburban, and/or urban settings.

3. Evaluate the various subpopulations of cats to determine which produced the largest numbers of kittens.

4. Construct a computer simulation population model for free-roaming cats, or “free-roaming cat model.”
5. Evaluate the methods of population control a priori, including cost-benefit analysis, with the free-roaming cat model. 
6. Design and evaluate a questionnaire for the purpose of assessing cat ownership patterns.
7. Summarize and clearly describe the best methods of achieving the previous objectives.

In addition to looking at the dynamics of the cats themselves and one community’s attitudes towards them, this study also included a genetic analysis of the cats involved in the project. This research is currently in the publication phase and the NCPPSP looks forward to the printing of the final results. 
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